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Bible Study: Presuppositions Arising from the Claims of Scripture 
 

     Adventists are committed to the acceptance of biblical truth and are willing to follow it, using all 

methods of interpretation consistent with what Scripture says of itself. … We believe it to be helpful to 

set forth the principles of Bible study that are consistent with the teachings of the Scriptures themselves, 

that preserve their unity, and are based upon the premise that the Bible is the Word of God. Such an 

approach will lead us into a satisfying and rewarding experience with God. 

  

Origin of Scripture  

1) The Bible is the Word of God and is the primary and authoritative means by which He reveals 

Himself to human beings. 
 

2) The Holy Spirit inspired the Bible writers with thoughts, ideas, and objective information; in turn 

they expressed these in their own words. (2 Peter 1:21) 
 

3) All Scripture is inspired by God and came through the work of the Holy Spirit. The Bible is its 

own best interpreter. When studied as a whole, it depicts a consistent, harmonious truth 

(2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 1:1-2) 
 

4) Although it was given in an ancient Near Eastern/Mediterranean context, the Bible transcends its 

cultural backgrounds to serve as God's Word for all cultural, racial, and situational contexts in all 

ages. 

  

Authority of Scripture  

1) The sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments are the clear, infallible revelation of God's 

will and His salvation. The Bible is the Word of God, and it alone is the standard by which all 

teaching and experience must be tested (2 Tim. 3:15, 17; Ps. 119:105; Prov. 30:5, 6; Isa. 8:20; 

John 17:17; 2 Thess. 3:14; Heb. 4:12) 
 

2) Scripture is an authentic, reliable record of history and God's acts in history. It provides the 

normative theological interpretation of those acts. The supernatural acts revealed in Scripture are 

historically true. For example, chapters 1-11 of Genesis are a factual account of historical events. 

(2 Peter 1:16)  
 

3) The Bible is not like other books. It is an indivisible blend of the divine and the human. Its record 

of many details of secular history is integral to its overall purpose to convey salvation history. 

Only a method that fully recognizes the indivisible nature of the Scriptures can avoid a distortion 

of its message. 
 

4) Human reason is subject to the Bible, not equal to or above it. Presuppositions regarding the 

Scriptures must be in harmony with the claims of the Scriptures and subject to correction by them 

(1 Cor. 2:1-6). God intends that human reason be used to its fullest extent, but within the context 

and under the authority of His Word rather than independent of it. 
 

5) The revelation of God in all nature, when properly understood, is in harmony with the written 

Word, and is to be interpreted in the light of Scripture. 

  

 

 

 

*This is a shortened version Friday’s suggested reading. The whole article can by found at: 

www.adventistbiblicalresearch.org/materials/bible-interpretation-hermeneutics/methods-bible-study   

http://www.adventistbiblicalresearch.org/materials/bible-interpretation-hermeneutics/methods-bible-study
http://www.adventistbiblicalresearch.org/materials/bible-interpretation-hermeneutics/methods-bible-study

