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DVD Series: Alter Call 
 
Presenter Roy Gane is Professor of Hebrew Bible and Ancient Near Eastern Languages in the 

Old Testament Department and Director of the Ph.D./Th.D. and M.Th. Programs at the 

Theological Seminary of Andrews University. 

 
A Four-Part Presentation: 

1. A Place Call Sanctuary  

2. A Diamond that is Forever 

3. The Cost of Mercy 

4. Who is Afraid of the Judgement  

 

Can be viewed at: https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/altar-call/2/ 

   https://www.andrews.edu/sem/sdlc/altarcall/index.html 

    
Message of Book 

To many Christians, Christ's prolonged absence since He ascended to heaven is a mystery. 

But the Bible reveals that He is continuing to save us, and it invites us to get in touch with Him 

where He is now – in His sanctuary in heaven. By becoming acquainted with what He is doing in 

the control center of the universe, we can enjoy closer interaction with Him, more fully 

experience His transforming grace, and have confidence that we are at peace with God. 

The Bible teaches us about God's character and Christ's ministry through the services 

performed at the sanctuary on earth, where the Lord resided with the ancient Israelites. 

By clearly explaining the meanings of the sanctuary services, Altar Call answers questions 

that have an enormous impact upon the way Christians relate to God and to salvation through 

Christ's sacrifice. For example: 
 

• Was atonement completed at the cross or can you be involved in atonement now? 
 

• When you sin, do you still have assurance that you are saved? 
 

• Why are you saved by grace through faith but judged by works? 
 

• Do you know when God's judgment begins? 
 

• How does the judgment affect your personal spiritual experience? 

 
For a summary of “Alter Call”: http://www.sdanet.org/atissue/books/altar/summary.htm 

  

https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/altar-call/2/
https://www.andrews.edu/sem/sdlc/altarcall/index.html
http://www.sdanet.org/atissue/books/altar/summary.htm
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PART 1: A Place Called Sanctuary 
 

Question: Why is there a need for the sanctuary?  

 

Origin of Animal Sacrifice:  When Adam and Eve sinned, it was necessary for them to be redeemed. The 

problem was that they had broken God’s law of love. Doing so, they broke their relationship with God: 

separating themselves from Him. Follow the law of love is the only way intelligent beings with free 

choice and exist with each other without destroying each other. Adam and Eve were condemned by the 

law of love they broke. The same law of love that condemned them to death is the motivating principle in 

the heart of God desires to redeem them. Love includes justice and mercy; that is why sacrifice is required 

to satisfy them both. Justice required death, and mercy was provided by a substitute. Christ would die in 

place of Adam and Eve. For them to understand this sacrifice; God had them slay animals.  

  

God wants to be with us: “Let them build me a sanctuary, so that I may dwell among them.” (Exodus 

25:8) The Israelite sanctuary is a place of controlled interaction with God. Where they can interact with 

the presence of God without dying. The earthly sanctuary after pattern of heavenly sanctuary (Exodus 

25:8-9; Hebrews 8:5-6)  

 

In the heavenly sanctuary right now, Jesus is carrying out the reality of what the prophetic-symbolic 

rituals pointed to in the Old Testament. We can be encouraged by studying the earthy sanctuary and 

rituals to understand more how God interacts with us now through Jesus in His heavenly sanctuary.  

 

The early sanctuary is set up like a king’s palace with difference to signify that this king is more than 

human. It contained a courtyard, living room, and throne room.  

• Sanctuary was set up in the middle of camp in a hollow square, mirrors the war camp set up of 

the Egyptian pharaoh Rameses II.  

• Ark of the Covenant: God was enthroned above it, in the air. Did not sit like an earthly king.  

• The priests were His house servants.  

• From the alter in the courtyard He received His “food” in form of smoke  

 

Behind the Sanctuary Scene: The tent sanctuary and Solomon’s temple are both valid representations of 

God’s heavenly sanctuary. You cannot take every detail about the earthly sanctuary and derive 

theological meaning from them. Many details were practical. The overall similarities between the two 

reveal God’s plan of salvation. More important than understanding the physical structure is understanding 

the drama of what is taking place.  

 

The Israelite sanctuary and its services are all about Christ.  

• Animal sacrifices → Lamb of God takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29; Hebrews 9:12-14) 

• Priest → Christ our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14-5:10: 7:11-8:7)  

• Veil → Christ’s flesh broken for us (Hebrews 10:19-20)  

• God’s law [based on love (Matthew 22:26-40)] = the character of God (1 John 4:8)  

o Including Christ (Colossians 2:9; John 8:58) 

• “Bread of Presence” → Jesus the bread of life (John 6:48) 

• Light from the lamps → Jesus is the light of the world (John 9:5) 

• Water from the basin/laver → Jesus is the living water (John 19:34; 1 John 5:6-8) 

• Incense → merits of Christ’s intersession for us (Luke 1:9-10; Revelation 8:3-4; Leviticus 1:9)  

• Outer Alter → Christ sacrifice on the cross (Hebrews 13:10-12; Leviticus 4:30-31)  



Alter Call Handout 3 

 

 
 

The Throne Room of God: Ten Commandments are an example of the law of God, of the character of 

God. They were placed inside the Ark of the Covenant; the throne of God located in the Most Holy Place. 

God is enthroned above it because His government is founded upon that law of love. The love of love 

includes both justice and mercy.  

 

Inside God’s Living Room: bread of presence, alter of incense, and branch lampstand  

 

“Bread of the Presence” aka Table of Showbread  

• New bread places there every Sabbath (Leviticus 24:5-9)  

o Sabbath is the memorial of creation  

• God as resident Creator-Provider (Psalms 104:14-15; 145:15-16; Daniel 5:23)  

o Bread, the basic food of sustaining life  

• Bread offering = 12 loaves + incense  

o Where other ancient near eastern people who fed their gods; God does not need our food. 

The offering was a token of love and appreciate for God to acknowledge that He feeds 

them. He is the provider for His people.  

• Represented the covenant between God and His people (Leviticus 24:8) 

o Six loaves in two piles → 12 tribes of Israel  

• Bread was eaten by the priest (Leviticus 24:9)  

• God doesn’t need our food (Psalms 50:12-13)  

 

Incense  

• Connection between incense and making smoke of sacrifices, both from the same Hebrew root.  

o When the priest made a sacrifice on the alter, he was making incense, making smoke, 

when he burned up that sacrifice on the alter. E wasn’t just burning it up, he was sending 

it up vertically to God’s heavenly residence connecting earthly sanctuary with heaven.  

• Incense can provide atonement (Numbers 16:46-48) 

o There was a plague because the people rebelled against God. Moses told Aaron to take 

the incense and go among the people. And he stood between the living and the dead.  
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Incense [continued]  

• Atonement is a life and death matter (Numbers 16:48) 

o The priest of intercession made a difference  

o When we prayer for other people today, the incense of Christ’s sacrifice goes up with that 

intercession.  

• Jesus’s merits from His sacrifice goes up with our prayers, ad makes those prayers sweet before 

God (Revelation 8:3)  

 

Lamps  

• The Lord’s light on all night (Exodus 27:21; Leviticus 24:3; Psalms 121:4)  

o God doesn’t need sleep; God your Guardian, your Protector, is always there.  

• Light for divine guidance and protection (2 Samuel 22:29; Job 29:2-3)  

• Light as symbol of God’s word or communication (Psalms 119:105; Proverbs 6:23; 2 Peter 1:19) 

 

Christ as Light  

• Light from Christ’s life, connected to His creatorship and role as Word (John 1:1-14)  

• Christ dwelling on earth (v14), as God dwelt in the sanctuary (Exodus 25:8)  

o Sanctuary = tabernacle = dwelt  

o That Word that dwelt among us and became flesh is Christ. A communication to us from 

God, and He came and dwelt among us.  He is a temple among us. He is the greater 

revelation of “God with us”.  

• Christ spoke of His body as a Temple (John 2:19-22)  

• Christ as the “light of the world” giving the “light of life” (John 8:12) 

 

Light from the Holy Spirit  

• Need for regular supply of oil to keep lights going (Leviticus 24:2-4; Matthew 25:1-13)  

• Solution to this problem shows up in vision (Zechariah 4)  

o Olive trees providing continuous flow of oil to lamps (v2-6, 11-12)  

o By the Spirit of the Lord (Zechariah 4:6; Revelation 4:5)  

• Holy Spirit provides illumination, teaching, guidance (John 14:25-26; 16:7-15), power to witness 

(Acts 1:8; 2) 

• Each Spirit filled Christian is like a lamp (Matthew 5:16)  

• Each church community is like a lampstand (Revelation 1:12-20)  

• We must be connected to the Spirit, who pours love into our hearts (Romans 5:5) 

o This is the light that lightens the world, the love of Christ poured into us by the Holy 

Spirit.  

• If we become “unplugged’ by forsaking our “first love”, we loose our “light” (Revelation 2:4-5)  

 

Shining the Right Direction  

• The sanctuary lamps were directed forward into the open (Numbers 8:1-4)  

• Jesus told His followers to shine so their “light” benefits others (Matthew 5:14-16)  

• Their “light” is “good deed” to show the way to the divine Source of all  

o It shows how God’s power through the Holy Spirit is able to transform them; to make 

them a more loving people. So His love can extend out to others in the world. That they 

make follow that light to lead them God.  

 

In the Courtyard: Laver/Basin with water and the Alter of Sacrifice  

• Priest would use the water to purify their hands and feet before they could officiate  
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Burnt Offering (Leviticus 1) 

• Formulated/fixed activity systems.  

o Activity systems had a goal.  

• Each sacrifice was a transaction between two parties.  

o The human party gave a token food gift, and God gave the much greater gift of 

atonement.  

• Goal: token “food gift” for the Lord (Leviticus 1:9; Numbers 28:2) 

o Often poorly translated “food by fire” instead of more correctly “gift”  

• This food gift had to be accepted by the Lord (Leviticus 1:3-4) 

o If it was not the transaction was not complete.  

• Benefit: kipper or “atone” (Leviticus 1:4) = removal of impediment to relationship 

 

Pasts of Burnt Offering Activity (Leviticus 1)  

• Hand leaning on the head of animal to identify transferring ownership (Leviticus 1:4) 

o When a person did this, it meant this is their offering.   

• The blood was applied to the alter to “ransom” human life (Leviticus 17:11) 

o None of the blood went up in the smoke because God practice what He preached. And 

the Israelites were only to consume meat where the blood was drained during slaughter.  

o Ransom → instead of you dying, the animal dies. Pointing to the sacrifice of Christ.  

o This system taught the life and death principles that the wages of sin are death, but the 

gift of God is eternal life.  

• Animal was prepared as a food gift (Leviticus 4:11-12; compare to Genesis 18:6-8) 

o It was washed and cut up.  

• Hide of the animal was for the priest “commission” (Leviticus 7:8) 

 

Meaning of Burnt Offering and Jesus  

• Christ is “Lamb of God” who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:5-7), 

foundational sacrifice (Numbers 28:1-8) 

o Morning and evening burnt offering to cover the Israelites with atonement, this was a 

lamb. (Numbers 28:1-8) 

• Unblemished sacrifice (Leviticus 1:3; 22:17-25). Christ did not sin (Hebrews 4:15) 

• Hand-leaning (Leviticus 1:4). Christ carries the weight of our sin on Himself (Isaiah 53:4)  

• Christ’s blood ransoms (1 Peter 1:18-19), redeems (Ephesians 1:7), frees from “debt” (Matthew 

6:12)  

Meaning of Burnt Offering and Jesus [continued]  

• Christ died in place of sinners (Isaiah 53; 2 Corinthians 5:21)  

o When Christ died, His blood ransomed me. He died in my place.  

o The Son of Man must be lifted up (John 3)  

• Christ’s human life was consumed (Hebrews 7:27 → “offered up Himself”) 

• This offering was God’s gift to us (John 3:16) by grace (Ephesians 2:8) 

 

Burnt (literally “ascending”) offering sent smoke up to God for His acceptance (Leviticus 1:9).  

 

Meaning of Burnt Offering for Us 

• Christ ascended to heaven to receive acceptance (John 20:17; Judges 13:20) 

• As your burnt offering, Christ has proven that He is totally committed to your salvation.  

• If you ever doubt that God loves you, remember what He has done! 

 

The sanctuary is not just a building. It is about a person, Jesus Christ.  
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PART 2: A Diamond that is Forever 
 

Question:  why is there a need for more than one kind of sacrifice?  

 

The multi-faceted magnificence of Chris’s sacrifice explains why there were different kinds of animal 

sacrifices at the Israelite sanctuary (Leviticus 1-7).  All sacrifices pointed to Christ’s sacrifice (John 1:29; 

Hebrews 9:25-28).  

 

Variety of Sacrifices (Leviticus 1-7)  

• Unique aspects of different animal sacrifices emphasized various aspects of Christ’s one sacrifice.  

• Differences in treatment of blood and flesh.  
 

Five Basic Types of Sacrifices  

Reference Offering Blood on Alter Flesh went to: 

Leviticus 1 Burnt  Sides the Lord  

Leviticus 2 Grain  no blood  no flesh  

Leviticus 3; 7:11-36 Peace or Well-being  Sides  *priest + offerer  

Leviticus 4-5:13; 6:24-30 Sin or Purification   Horns  *priest 

Leviticus 5:14-19; 7:1-7 Guilt or Reparation  Sides  *priest 
 *except when the offerer is a priest (Leviticus 4:11-12) 

Burnt Offering 

• All flesh was burned to the Lord.  

• Christ’s offering of Himself consumed Him (Hebrews 7:27).  

 

Grain Offering  

• No blood or flesh; but sacrifices of basic food. Bread was the basic food for subsistence. 

• Christ’s life-giving power for His people (John 6:48; Matthew 26:26).  

o We must partake of Christ’s lifegiving power which gives spiritual life that transform us.  

• We become living sacrifice (Romans 12:1).  

o Death does not need to occur for there to be a sacrifice. Sacrifice is referring to making 

holy, turning something over to the holy realm. We can become consecrated to God.  

 

Wellbeing Offering 

• The flesh was eaten by the offer.  

• Christ’s life for those who accept Him (John 6:53-56; Matthew 26:26-28). 

• This sacrifice would be a celebration of peace with God (Romans 5:1). 

o You ate with your friend, someone you are at peace with, not eat with your enemy.  

• Holy Spirit puts Christ’s love into our hearts (John 14:13-21; Romances 5:5l John 3:5-8; Titus 

3:5-7). This is how we partake of Christ. We have Christ dwelling within us (Galatians 2:20).  

 

Purification Offering 

• The blood was applied to the horns, which was the highest part of the alter. Both to the outer alter 

and alter of incense in order to elevate and emphasize it.  

• Christ’s blood ransoms/redeems human lives from the deadly “debt” of sin (Leviticus 17:11; 

Matthew 6:12; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Ephesians 1:7).  

o When you make the blood more important you make ransom more important.  

 

Reparation Offering 

• Preceded by literal payment of reparation/restitution to God or another.  

o It was an offering for a situation of sacrilege. Sacrilege is misusing something holy. 
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Reparation Offering [continued]  

• Sin creates debt, which must be paid by Christ’s sacrifice even when we take care of 

responsibility (Matthew 5:23-24).  

o The Israelites were to respect sacred things. This is for a sin where there is an amount that 

can be paid back, and to put things right.  

• If you didn’t know or remember what your sin was (Leviticus 5:13).  

o Jesus mentions this type (Matthew 5:23-24).  

 

Balanced Understanding of Salvation  

We need to look at all the sacrifices to get a balanced fuller picture of the of Christ’s sacrifice.  

• Christ’s sacrifice pays debts for sin.  

• Christ’s sacrifice transforms lives.  

• Both Benefits are essential for salvation.  

 

Sanctuary and Sanctification  

The sanctuary gives us a balances view of God’s salvation. It teaches us about salvation. When we ignore 

the sanctuary, we get an imbalanced view of righteousness by faith, of salvation, of by sanctification.  

• Sanctification means growth in holiness, getting more holy. Holiness is what God is.  

• Derived holiness is defined in relation to Him: the priest, sanctuary, us, are holy because of our 

relationship with Him.  

• There are degrees of holiness in relation to God. The closer you get to God the holier things get.  

• Israelite sanctuary demonstrated degrees of holiness in physical terms.  

o At His “palace,” the Lord was enthroned above the ark of the covenant in the “holy of 

holies.” 

▪ It is called the holy of holies because that is where the presence of God is.  

o As you move away, the outer “holy” place was the next holiest area.  

o Less holy was the court.  

• Also showing gradation of holiness: 

o Materials of sanctuary structure, they got more fancy and costly closer to God’s throne.  

o Priestly garments; high priest wore four additional garments.  

o Access of persons to parts of the sanctuary; the closer you get to God’s throne the more 

limited the access.  

 

Degrees of Holiness in Our Spiritual Lives 

• Be holy, as God is, in all conduct (1 Peter 1:14-16, quoting Leviticus 11:45; 19:2) 

o Imitate God’s holiness 

• Being holy means living according to God’s principles (Leviticus 19:18).  

o Relational principles of unselfish → Love 

• Love for God (Deuteronomy 6:5) and mankind (Leviticus 19:18) are basic principles of God’s 

holy law and of the entire Bible (Matthew 22:40).  

• This is because God is love (1 John 4:8).  

• Growth in love = Growth in holiness = Sanctification (1 Thessalonians 3:12-13) 

• Sanctification is practical. It makes a difference in your life.  

 

How can we be holy?  

• Sanctification at conversion (1 Corinthians 6:11).  

o God is holy. When we give our hearts to God, He owns us. We are now transferred to His 

holy ownership. In that sense, we have sanctification at conversion.  

• Sanctification grows through life as God pours His love in our hearts (Romans 5:5) 
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How can we be holy? [continued]  

• Love is the basis of obedience to God (Matthew 22:36-40; Romans 13:8).  

o Obedience to God’s law means obedience to the principle of love.  

• Obedience is a gift of grace received through faith! (compare to Galatians 5:6) 

o If God is pouring love into my heart, that means God is pouring into me power for 

obedience.  

o  The way we work it out is by accepting and cooperating with God (Philippians 2:12-13).   

o We can accept Christ into our minds and our hearts through the Holy Spirit.  

 

Purification Offering and Forgiveness 27:18 

• Blood on the horns of the alter.  

• The more prominent the blood, the more powerful the atonement.  

• Two kinds of purification offering: 

o For high priest or community (Leviticus 4:3-20) → blood into “holy place” 

▪ Sprinkled 7x before the alter of incense and upon its horns. 

o For other persons (vv. 21-35) → blood only on outer alter  

• Both had an emphasis on blood, representing ransom for life (Leviticus 17:11) 

• This was a required sacrifice for sin or serious physical impurity (Leviticus 4-5, 12, 15, etc.) 

• Token payment for obligation or debt.  

• Offerer couldn’t eat this sacrifice, and the purification offering is performed before the burnt 

offering gift (Leviticus 9:8-14, 15-16).  

• Pointed to Christ’s sacrifice as the way for God to “forgive us our debts’ (Matthew 6:12)  

o It is always God who forgave directly. The priest made atonement for the people; 

meaning they removed what stood in the way. God never gave to human priest the right 

to forgive sins. T 

▪ The people accused Jesus of blasphemy because He could not  forgive the way 

God forgives unless He was God (Mark 2).  

• Paid by blood; debt for life = ransom.  

• Only Christ can pay this price (1 Peter 1:18-19), which we can never pay (Psalms 49:7).  

• Christ’s blood was lifted up, not on the highest points of a ritual alter, but on the cross.  

 

God’s Forgiveness 

• An Israelite priest preformed the atonement, but only God forgave (Leviticus 4:26, 31, 35).  

• God could refuse to forgive hypocrites (Isaiah 1:11-20l 66:3).  

• God’s willingness to reveal Himself shows His desire to forgive.  

• Christ made provision for forgiveness while we were yet sinners (Romans 5:7-8). 

 

Why Cannot God forgive without sacrifice?  

Love is the only principle that intelligent beings with free will can get along without destroying each 

other. If God compromises love, then the universe destructs.  

• Love (includes) = Justice + Mercy  

• Mercy at the expense of justice would compromise love.  

• Having broken the law of love, we must die.  

• But love makes God want to save us (John 3:16; Judges 10:16) 

• Christ’s sacrifice extends mercy with justice (Romans 3:26).  
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Assurance  

• God forgives those who confess (1 John 1:9; 2:1).  

• If we have Christ, we have eternal life (1 John 5:11-13).  

• Do we have assurance of salvation before we can ask forgiveness? 

• Yes, Public Israelite sacrifices (Numbers 28:1-8, 22, 30; 29:5) covered Israelites before they could 

bring their individual sacrifices.  

• For Israelites, individual experience was also necessary.  

• An Israelite who know that s/he had sinned was under obligation (Leviticus 5:1) until s/he brought 

a sacrifice and God forgave (vv. 5-13).  

• Christ’s sacrifice makes atonement available to all (Romans 5:18), but we must individually receive 

forgiveness (1 John 1:9).  

• When you have sinned, the right place to be is with Christ at God’s “throne of grace”.  

• Christ’s sacrifice and mediation for us is our only assurance (Hebrews 4:14-16).  

o Come boldly because you are invited! 

• Faith hope love 

 

Role of Priest and Assurance  

• Priest bore liability (Leviticus 10:17) as representatives for God (Exodus 34:7).  

• As our High Priest, Christ has also borne our liability to punishment.  

• Unlike Aaronic priest, Christ actually suffered the punishment as a result. This proves that He died 

on our place! 

 

Mortality to Life  and the Role of Sin Offering 

English translations render Hebrew hatta’t as “sin offering”.  

• Hatta’t is the same as the Hebrew word for ‘sin” (Leviticus 4:3, 14, 23, 26, 28, 35).  

• Sin can be activities and actions or a state. Wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23) 

• The hatta’t sacrifice atones for certain kinds of sins (Leviticus 4:2, 13, 22, 27; 5:1-4; Numbers 

15:22-23).  

• However, burnt and reparation (so called “guilt”) offerings also atone for sin.  

• The hatta’t sacrifice also atoned for and purified serious physical ritual impurities, which were not 

sins (Leviticus 12:6-8; 14:19, 22, 31; 15:14-15, 30).  

o example: woman who gives birth does not need forgiveness, but needs purification from 

the flow of blood (Leviticus 12:6-8).  

• We can refer to hatta’t function as “purification offering”.  

• Physical impurities represented the birth to death cycle of mortality that results form sin (Romans 

6:23; Genesis 3).  

 

Meaning for us Today: 

We do not have to go through the purification rituals, we do not have to guard the sacredness of the 

sanctuary because we have a heavenly sanctuary. They are in the past because Christ’s ministry is in heaven.  

• We learn from these rituals. Dynamics of interaction with God. We learn about our nature in 

relation to God.  

• These purification offerings for physical impurities pointed to Christ’s sacrifice.  

• Christ heals us from our sinful state and gives us eternal life (John 3:16; Psalms 103:2-3).  

o Forgiveness = frees from our sins and heals us from our sin  
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PART 3: The Cost of Mercy 
 

Question: How was the sanctuary cleansed on the Day of Atonement? And what does this mean for us in 

terms of what is God trying to teach us about how He saves us? 

 

Day of Atonement: Cleansing the Sanctuary and the Camp 

• Once a year on the tenth day of the seventh month God directed His people to have the sanctuary 

purified. through a ritual performed by the high priest (Leviticus 16:16).  

• “Thus he shall make atonement for the (most) holy place form the impurities of the people of 

Israel and from their rebellious sins, as well as all their (other) sins; and so he shall do for the tent 

of meeting, which remains in the midst of their impurities” (translated by Roy Gane).  

 

Day of Atonement made simple. There were five main animal sacrifices that were preformed in Leviticus 

16 during the unique part of the ritual service of this day.  

 

Day of Atonement Made Simple:  

Unique Ritual Service of Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16)  

1. Purification Offering (to the Lord) of a bull → for the priests 

2. Purification Offering (to the Lord) of a goat → for the laypeople (non-priests)  

3. Purification Ritual [not a sacrifice] goat from everyone to Azazel 

a. This was from both the priest and people  

b. This was given to Azazel; not to the Lord  

4. Burnt Offering Ram → for the priests 

5. Burnt Offering Ram → for the laypeople (non-priests) 

 

Reasons for the Sacrifices  

• Only the purification offering goat for the laypeople has independent significance pointing to 

Christ’s sacrifice  

• The bull and ram for the priests were necessary because the priests were faulty 

o Christ is sinless and does not need a sacrifice for Himself (Hebrews 7:27) 

o There is no end-time reality to which these sacrifices point  

• The burnt offering ram for the laypeople added to the quantity of their purification offering 

(compare Leviticus 5:6-7; Numbers 15:24-28).  

o It has no separate significance.  

 

Cleansing the sanctuary and the camp all boils down to “a tale of two goats”  

• The Lord’s goat for the laypeople carried the meaning of Christ’s role for His people  

• Non-sacrificial live goat for Azazel represented someone else  

 

 

“Tale of Two Goats” 

Two goats where brought. The Lord chose the role of each goat which was revealed through the casting 

of lots. Once the roles of the goats were determined. The sacrifice was done. (Leviticus 16)  

 

The second goat was remained alive; it was taken as a ritual “garbage truck”.  

 

Mysterious “Azazel” 

• Azazel is a kind of personal being who could own a goat (Leviticus 16:8) 

o The goat is “for” meaning “belonging to” Azazel.  

o Azazel is a proper name; meaning he is a person or personality.  
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Mysterious “Azazel” [continued]  

• The goat belonging to Azazel was a “purification ritual” (Leviticus 16:5), but it was not given to 

God as an offering.  

o It is not offered to Azazel as a sacrifice.  

• It was sent away from God, carrying toxic moral waste (sins), “into the wilderness to Azazel” 

(Leviticus 16:10; 20-22) 

• Azazel must be the Lord’s enemy.  

o Sending the toxic waste to someone is not a friendly gesture.  

• Atonement/purgation is made on the live goat itself in the sense that it carries Israelite sins away 

from their camp (Leviticus 16:10) back to the source of evil. 

o They were atoned for in the sense that the evil was removed from their midst.  

o They are not atoned for in the substitutionary sense; that goat is not bearing the sins for 

them. It is not a sacrifice, not a substitute.  

o It is getting rid of evil.  

 

Difference Between the Two Goats 

• The Lord’s goat belonged to the Lord and was offered to the Lord  

o It represented Christ, the Lord (John 10:30), who died for our sins (Hebrews 9:29) 

• The goat that belonged to Azazel was sent to him.  

o It represented Azazel.  

 

Who is Azazel? 

Satan, meaning “Adversary”, fits the profile of Azazel as God’s enemy (Revelation 12:7-17) and bears his 

own sins because  

• Originated sin 

• Instigated Christ’s death 

• Tempts 

• Falsely accuses (Revelation 12:10; compare to Deuteronomy 19:16-21) 

• A false accuser bears the punishment that the accused would have received if they had been found 

guilty (Deuteronomy 19:16-21).  

 

Satan only bears his responsibility for sin. He does not bear my responsibility for sin. Only Christ is our 

substitute.  

 

 

The Stages of Atonement 

Blood from a purification offering needs to be cleansed from the things it touches (Leviticus 6). There is a 

kind of “defilement” that was carried by these sacrifices. Paradoxically, these holy offerings carried 

defilement which could then get on what it touched. Because God wanted to show that He makes Himself 

vulnerable saving us. He reaches out and touches us. That affects Him in His sanctuary.  

 

The purification offering has something special to teach us. When the blood was put on the horns of the 

alter, than the alter would carry that defilement that came from the offerer.  That means throughout the 

year the defilement would built up in the sanctuary. The blood was washing away the sins and left them at 

the sanctuary; but there were not left there forever.  

 

Two Stages of Atonement: Evils came into the sanctuary throughout the year and were taken out of it on 

the Day of Atonement.  
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Two Stages of Atonement | Day of Atonement 

• Purging the sanctuary on the Day of Atonement removed all evils that had already been removed 

from the persons by sacrifices throughout the year (Leviticus 16:16) 

 

Evidences of Reversal Blood Applications  

• Reversal of blood applications in holy place  

o Purification offering if high priest sins or the whole community sins (Leviticus 4:3-21), 

these offerings calls for the high priest to go into the main sanctuary and sprinkle blood in 

front of the alter of incense (v6, 17) it is moving towards the ark.  

o On the day of Atonement, the high priest starts sprinkling from the inside out, on the ark 

cover.  

o  

• Disposing of the purification offering carcasses on the Day of Atonement makes assistant impure 

(Leviticus 16:28).  

o However, on other days such a task does not defile assistants (Leviticus 4:11-12, 21).  

o Due to opposite function: sacrifices carrying evils in (Leviticus 4; compare 6:27) and out 

(Leviticus 16).  

o Purification is not need for the assistant in (Leviticus 4) because it has a different 

function.  

 

Dynamics of Forgiveness  

Forgiving Guilty People  

• God’s headquarters are at His heavenly sanctuary/throne (Psalms 11:4; Jeremiah 17:12) 

• God’s throne/sanctuary represents His character, authority, and reputation.  

• God’s “name” at sanctuary (Deuteronomy 12:5, 11)  

• His “name” involves His reputation (Ezekiel 20:9) 

 

Example: 2 Samuel 14 (24:46) Numbers 35, cant give ransom of life of murderer, verse 8 

The woman of Tekoa to David, “The blame is on me, my lord king, and on my father’s 

house, but the king and his throne are clean” (2 Samuel 14:9; translated by Roy Gane). What 

does she mean by that? 
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Forgiving Guilting People 

• Evils were cleansed out of the earthly sanctuary on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:16), 

clearing His reputation: 

o Physical ritual impurities  

o Rebellious sins “transgressions”  

o Forgivable “sins” 

• Why would forgivable sins be handles twice at the sanctuary? 

• After forgiveness, what need for atonement could remain? 

o Blame for forgiving a truly guilty murderer, judicial responsibility. 

o David reacted to real principles of justice and mercy.  

• God is like David; morally responsible for His judgements, including forgiveness of guilty 

people.  

• Having paid our ransom (Matthew 20:28), God is just when He justifies those who have faith in 

Jesus (Romans 3:26).  

• God balances justice and mercy, the two sides of love (Psalms 85:10).  

 

Cleansed Through Judgement  

• Judgment between loyal and disloyal (Daniel 7).  

• This justifying or cleansing of God’s (heavenly) sanctuary is fulfilling this same role (Daniel 8) 

• Justifying God’s sanctuary through judgement clears God’s reputation.  

• Like on the Day of Atonement, where people were judged on their loyalty or disloyalty when the 

sanctuary was cleansed (Leviticus 23:29-30).  

 

Connections between Leviticus 16 and Daniel 7-8 

• Christ’s movement parallels movement of Israelite high priest on Day of Atonement (Daniel 

7:13; Leviticus 16).  

• The expression “cleansing” or “being pure” (Leviticus 16) and “being righteous” (Daniel 8:14) 

refer to legal cleansing/vindication.  

o Pure and righteous are used as synonyms (Job 4:17) in legal vindication, showing that 

someone is right.  

 

Cleansed through judgement  

• Question: How can judgement justify God’s sanctuary? 

• God’s throne represents His justice (Psalms 89:14; compare 2 Samuel 14:9).  

• God’s justice must be vindicated because He forgives guilty people.  

o When God forgives us, He bears the cost of mercy.  

o Judge is supposed to vindicate the innocent and condemn the guilty (Deuteronomy 25:1; 

1 Kings 8:32).  

• He must also be vindicated when He condemns rebels who defame Him, illegitimately defiling 

His sanctuary (Leviticus 20:3; Numbers 19:13, 20).  

 

 

Sanctuary and God’s Reputation 

• God’s reputation matters.  

• By forgiving guilty people, God lays Himself open to a charge of injustice.  

• In Christ, God took responsibility for forgiving guilty but repentant people.  

o He can do that because He paid the price.  

• God is vindicated when He justifies those who have faith (Romans 3:26) 

• But Satan continues to accuse (Revelation 12:10) by saying that people do not really have faith.  
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Sanctuary and God’s Reputation [continued] 

o By grace you are saved through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

o Faith without works is dead (James 2:26) 

o True living faith works through love (Galatians 5: 6) 

• God is not fully justified until an end-time judgement because He cannot save a person who does 

not have (present tense) faith (Colossians 1:21-23).  

o The questions in the judgement is: Who has faith in Jesus? 

o The question in the judgement is not: who has sinned? (Romans 3:23) 

 

Why does it work this way? 

• Only God can read thoughts (Psalms 139:23; Luke 7:39-40).  

• The judgement considers records (Daniel 7:10) of works (Ecclesiastes 12:14) showing whether 

true faith exists (James 2:26; Galatians 5:6).  

o The judgment is for the benefit of His created beings. In (Daniel 7:9 on), you can see a 

whole jury of created beings who are witnessing what happens.  

o We are not saved by our works. We are saved through faith. But you cannot separate 

works of faith from faith itself.  

o God uses these “records” to demonstrate the trend in our lives of accepting Him.  

• The judgement reaffirms assurance of those who are forgiven (Daniel 7:22).  

o Assurance of salvation means having Jesus (1 John 5:12) 

o We have nothing to fear in the judgement because it vindicates God in forgiving us. 

Showing that we are not condemned but we are forgiven.  

• Having faith and receiving forgiveness means receiving Christ and the transformation He brings 

to our lives through the Holy Spirit (Romans 8).  

 

“God’s forgiveness is not merely a judicial act by which He sets us free from condemnation. It is not 

only forgiveness for sin but reclaiming from sin. It is the outflow of redeeming love that transforms 

the heart. David had the true Conception of forgiveness when he prayed, ‘Create in me a clean heart, 

O God; and renew a right spirit within me.’ Psalm 51:10.” (Ellen G. White, Thoughts from the Mount 

of Blessing, p. 114).  

 

God’s forgiveness doesn’t just leave us the way we were. It changes us and gives us new life. You have 

the empowerment to live a new life.  

• We can look forward to God’s judgement as deliverance (Psalms 26:1; 35:24).  

• Unlike the woman of Tekoa, we need not bear the responsibility for pardon (Isaiah 55:1-13)  

o Because the deliverance He gives is free to us.  

o “Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet’ righteousness and peace will kiss each other 

(Psalm 85:10) 
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PART 4: Who is Afraid of the Judgment 
 

Question: who is forgiven? 
 

All have sinned (Romans 3:23) tells us that. It doesn’t take a judgement to figure that out. The purpose of 

the judgement is not to find out who has sinned. But to reveal who is forgiven. We can have assurance (1 

John 5:12). The question is, who has accepted Christ’s sacrifice and His mediation? Mediation necessary 

to apply the benefits of His sacrifice (1 Corinthians 15:12-19).  
 

Judgement Gives Confidence 

• God’s judgement condemns the disloyal (Hebrews 10:26-310) and delivers the loyal (Daniel 7:21-

22, 26-27). It deals with eternal destiny.  

• For God’s true people, judgement is about mercy and its results. It is the culmination of God’s plan 

of atonement.  

• The judgment sets their confidence in concrete.  
 

Once saved always saves is not biblical. God does not take away our free choice when we are converted. 

We can chance our mind (Hebrews 6; 10). By the end of the judgement everyone’s decision is set.  
 

Realistic Understanding of Judgement Answers Fears 

• We are judged by works (Ecclesiastes 12:14; Daniel 7:10) that are only evidence of saving faith 

(Ephesians 2:8-9; James 2:26) → our works don’t save us.  

• God empowers our works through faith (Romans 5:5; Galatians 5:6; Philippians 2:13).  

o God forgives you for your past and empowers you for the present and future.  

• Our forgiveness is undone only if we sever our transforming new covenant connection with God 

(Hebrews 4:6-8). The ideal is not to sin. Yet, if we stumble and fall, He will pick us up again (1 

John 2:1-2; Jude 24; Micah 7:8).  

o God gives us free will to choose because love is always a choice.  

• While we accept His transforming power by faith, we have assurance of salvation (Romans 8:1-17; 

Colossians 1:12-23).  

• We do NOT vindicate God by our works.  

• God vindicates Himself by what He does for us, in us, and through us (Leviticus 16; Daniel 8:14).  

o My part is to receive His gift. The focus is not on me. It is on God.  

• For converted people, the only works relevant to judgment are those that follow conversion (John 

8:11), which are empowered by God (Romans 8).  

• The outcome for such people is positive because of what they have allowed God to do.  

• The judgement is in heaven, so we don’t know when our names come up.  

• God wants real ongoing commitment.  

• God tells us what He expects (Revelation 14:12). 

•  For God’s faithful people, the end of the judgement is a relief. 

o What is the next big salvation event for us? It is the end of the judgement (Daniel 8-9).  

• Commitment passes the point of no return.  

• God matures their character’s (Ephesians 5:27; Revelation 19:7-8; 22:11), although their sinful 

natures continue until glorification (1 Corinthians 15:51-54).  

o His nature within us brings us into more and more harmony with Him (2 Peter 1:4).  

o Biblical concept of perfection is maturity.  

• They can always experience further moral growth in God’s love.  

 

Aspects of Confidence we Receive from the Judgement  

1. We have access to God (Hebrews 4:16).  

2. God is fair (Psalms 96). We can trust His justice.  
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3. Deliverance from oppression (Daniel 7:21-22, 26-27; Psalms 9:1-4). God’s people are safe.  

4. The imminence of Christ’s Coming (Daniel 8:14; Revelation 14:6-7).  

5. We are in a saved relationship with God (Psalms 50:3-6; John 5:11-13).  

 

Participation in Judgment  

• God’s people “keep the commandments of God and hold fast to the faith of Jesus” (Revelation 

14:12).  

• This includes going where He leads (Genesis 12; Revelation 14:4).  

• God’s basic call is always the same. There is no special standard for the people at the end of time.  

• Obeying God and having Jesus’ faith corresponds to what the Israelites were to do on the Day of 

Atonement.  

o The Israelites could not go or even see their high priest inside the sanctuary. Even through 

they could not go in, they had a part (Leviticus 16:29-30).  

• Israelites were to obey God’s commands to show loyalty by humbling themselves through self-

denial and abstaining from work (Leviticus 16:29).  

• They foreshadowed Christ’s experience of faith → He obeyed His Father (Hebrews 5:8) and He 

humbled Himself (Philippians 2:8).  

• The Israelites participated to show ongoing loyalty because cleansing the sanctuary of their sins 

was a life and death matter (Leviticus 23:29-20; compare Esther 4:16).  

• Practicing self-denial was associated with a time of special need (Ezra 8:21; Psalm 35:13-14; 

Daniel 10:2-3, 11-12).  

 

Total Commitment  

• At the second phase of atonement, God makes sins eternally irrelevant (Leviticus 16; Jeremiah 

31:31-34; contrast Matthew 18:23-35).  

• On the Day of Atonement, the Israelites were made “clean” (Leviticus 16:30) = blameless.  

• End-time people whose loyalty goes through the judgement become “blameless” (Revelation 14:5).  

• God’s judgement recognizes people for what they choose to become (compare Genesis 6; 

Revelation 22:11).  

• God appeals, but there is only so much He can do (Isaiah 5:4).  

• When Christ comes, final commitments will have been settled (Matthew 25:31-46; Revelation 

22:12).  

• The Gospel proclamation to all people clarifies the choice (Matthew 24:14).  

• By pouring out His Spirit, God helps His people prepare (Joel 2:28-32).  

• The Spirit convicts people that they are accountable (John 16:8), provides spiritual new birth (Titus 

3:5), and makes people hoy by pouring love into their hearts (Romans 5:5).  

• When Christ stops mediating for sins, He will be closer than ever (Ephesians 5:25-27; Genesis 32; 

Matthew 28:20).   

o Where was Christ when Jacob was going his time of trouble? Christ was in his arms, as 

closes as He could get. Christ will never leave or forsake us.  

• God is able to keep us from falling (Jude 1:24; 1 Corinthians 10:13).  

• Christ’s followers (Revelation 14:4) have the same kind of loyal faith as Calen (Joshua 14:14).  

• The kind of faith we need is not unique to the last generation.  

• God asks no more than He asked of Abraham: “walk before Me, and be blameless” (Genesis 17:1) 

• End time people are blameless as a group.  

o We help each other through praying for each other, encouraging one another.  

o When we emulate Christ and take in His character as our character, He is leading us 

towards the promised land.  

o Jesus does not kick us out of the boat.  
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“Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 

Jesus, but the new living way that He opened for us through the curtain (that is, through 

His flesh), and since we have a great Priest over the house of God, let us approach with a 

true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 

and our bodies washed with pure water.” (Hebrews 10:19-22).   

 

Reflection Questions: 

• How can God's judgment affect your attitudes and the way you live? 

• What is the basis of your "new covenant" heart relationship with God? 

• What is the path of humility to which Christ calls you? 

• How can you settle into your decision for God so that you become a righteous person 

who remains righteous (Rev 22:11)? 

• How can you stop sinning? 

• What factors make you afraid of God's judgment? 

• How can you be more realistic about the judgment? 

• What kinds of confidence can you have during the judgement? 

• Has meeting Christ at the cross changed you forever? 

• What are you going to do now? 

 


